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IN HONOR OF DR. SCOTT D. 

MILLER 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute 
to Dr. Scott D. Miller, the esteemed President 
of Wesley College for the past ten years. The 
College’s Board of Trustees Chairman recently 
described Scott Miller’s service as ‘‘a legacy of 
accomplishment. During Dr. Miller’s tenure, 
the College’s enrollment has tripled, fund rais-
ing has been remarkable, the endowment has 
doubled and the institution has been named to 
the prestigious Regional Best Colleges list of 
the U.S. News & World Report list for the 
fourth consecutive year.’’ 

A native of western Pennsylvania, Dr. Mil-
ler’s career has been dedicated to higher edu-
cation. Although he is only forty-eight years 
old, Dr. Miller has already served a remark-
able seventeen years as a chief executive offi-
cer at institutions of higher learning—a testa-
ment to his leadership skills and unique vision. 
In my years of working with Dr. Miller on a va-
riety of issues, I have found him to be an in-
sightful and energetic man with a genuine 
passion for education. 

Dr. Miller’s impact on education is certainly 
not limited to his leadership of Wesley Col-
lege. He is actively involved in the local com-
munity and in higher education at a national 
level. He was recognized by the American 
Council on Education in 2004 as among only 
seventeen college presidents who have ad-
vanced their institutions through entrepre-
neurial leadership. I have no doubt that we will 
continue to hear great things about Dr. Miller 
for many years to come. 

I congratulate Scott Miller for his years of 
exemplary service to Wesley College and his 
countless contributions to the City of Dover 
and its surrounding communities. On behalf of 
all Delawareans, I would like to thank Scott 
and his family for their commitment during the 
past decade. We wish him all the best as he 
continues to excel in his career and assumes 
another important leadership role as President 
of Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia. 

f 

COMMEMORATING EL CASINO 
BALLROOM’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate El Casino Ballroom’s 
60th anniversary. 

For sixty years, El Casino Ballroom in Tuc-
son, Arizona has been a community and cul-
ture center in Tucson and much of Southern 
Arizona. 

El Casino has touched the lives of many 
generations; it is a place where families and 
friends celebrate weddings, quinceañeras, an-
niversaries, and major events in our lives. It 
has been a center of culture and history for 
generations. 

For the community, El Casino is the place 
you look forward to going for concerts, where 

you hope to see your child celebrate his or her 
marriage, and where you know any event will 
bring together new and old friends. For the 
young, your first celebration at El Casino is a 
rite of passage. 

To celebrate and thank El Casino Ballroom 
for their service to the community is also to re-
member how and why El Casino started. 
Three friends—Ramon Siqueiros, Benjamin 
Jacobs and Adolfo Loustaunau—brought their 
vision for a place for Mexican-American fami-
lies to gather. The friends purchased the land 
and were part of the construction team that 
built the ballroom on 26th Street between 2nd 
and 3rd Avenues. They were the owners, the 
builders, the managers, and—with their fami-
lies—the cooks. 

For Tucson, El Casino Ballroom is a safe 
place. In 1947, places throughout Tucson 
were discriminatory, posting signs of who 
could and could not frequent the clubs. El Ca-
sino was open to all—Mexican Americans, An-
glos, African Americans, and anyone who 
wanted to dance, listen to music or celebrate. 

Local and famous artists have performed 
throughout the years in the ballroom. Among 
the notables are: Little Joe, Vicente 
Fernandez, Perez Prado, Fats Domino, Little 
Richard, Pedro Infante, Javier Solis, Jose 
Alfredo Jimenez, Los Tigres del Norte, Los 
Lobos, Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán, Duke 
Ellington, Ike and Tina Turner, Chuck Berry, 
Queen Ida and local son Lalo Guerrero. 

El Casino Ballroom was sold to the Latin 
American Social Club, a group that is cele-
brating its 75th Anniversary this weekend. The 
Latin American Social Club is an organization 
committed to improving the community needs, 
and since 1968, they have kept El Casino 
open. 

In 1991, El Casino was temporarily closed 
due to roof damage. From that temporary loss, 
the community had a void to fill. After much 
work, fundraising, construction, and commu-
nity support, El Casino opened its doors again 
in 2000. The resurrection of this historical 
landmark was celebrated throughout Tucson. 

When the doors opened, the regular 
crowds, enthusiasm, and celebrations com-
menced. The return of El Casino Ballroom 
was like the return of the most treasured fam-
ily member. 

I congratulate El Casino Ballroom on its an-
niversary; I wish them many more years so 
that current and future generations will con-
tinue to share in its cherished memories. El 
Casino is in our hearts. It is a strong part of 
our community, and is a natural extension of 
most Tucson families. 
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HONORING THE AMERICAN CAN-
CER SOCIETY AND THE 31ST 
GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commend the American Cancer Society and 
recognize today, November 15th, as the 31st 
anniversary of the Great American Smokeout. 
Across the country, smokers will mark this an-
nual event by cutting back, forsaking ciga-
rettes for the day, or perhaps quitting alto-
gether. 

Tragically, more than 440,000 people in 
America die each year from tobacco related 
diseases. Lung cancer is the leading cause of 
cancer death in both men and women—ac-
counting for one in five deaths in the United 
States. Despite these statistics, however, 
there is promising news about the significant 
health effects of quitting. In 1990 the U.S. Sur-
geon General reported that people who quit 
smoking, regardless of age, live longer than 
people who continue to smoke. Quitting smok-
ing substantially decreases the risk of 15 
types of cancer and other major diseases, in-
cluding lung, laryngeal, esophageal, oral, pan-
creatic, bladder, and cervical cancers. Smok-
ers who quit before age 50 cut their risk of 
dying in the next 15 years in half, compared 
with those who continue to smoke. 

In addition to encouraging smokers to make 
a plan to quit, the Great American Smokeout 
is a day for Americans to join the American 
Cancer Society and its sister advocacy organi-
zation, the American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network (ACS CAN) in their efforts to 
advocate for smoke-free laws in communities 
nationwide. The combination of smoke-free 
communities and smoking cessation support is 
critical to helping smokers quit and stay to-
bacco-free. 

The American Cancer Society Great Amer-
ican Smokeout grew out of a 1971 event in 
Randolph, MA, during which Arthur P. 
Mullaney asked people to give up cigarettes 
for a day and donate the money they would 
have spent on cigarettes to a high school 
scholarship fund. In 1974, Lynn R. Smith, edi-
tor of the Monticello Times in Minnesota, 
spearheaded the state’s first D-Day, or Don’t 
Smoke Day. The idea caught on, and on No-
vember 18, 1976, the California Division of the 
American Cancer Society succeeded in getting 
nearly 1 million smokers to quit for the day. 
That California event marked the first Great 
American Smokeout, which went nationwide 
the next year. 

The Great American Smokeout is part of the 
American Cancer Society Great American 
Health Challenge, a year-round initiative that 
encourages Americans to adopt healthy life-
styles to reduce their risk of cancer. 

Madam Speaker, as a nurse, I know first-
hand the significant health dangers inflicted by 
smoking. I am honored to acknowledge the 
American Cancer Society and their annual 
Great American Smokeout today. I wish them 
great success in pursuing their goal to assist 
those who wish to improve their health by quit-
ting smoking. 

f 

ORDERLY AND RESPONSIBLE IRAQ 
REDEPLOYMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to H.R. 4156, the short-term war supple-
mental appropriations bill. Although I plan to 
oppose this bill, I am also pleased that its au-
thors included several provisions meant to im-
prove transparency and ensure U.S. troops 
are adequately trained and mission capable. 
Hopefully, the inclusion of these provisions 
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signifies the beginning of real progress, and I 
plan to work with my colleagues to develop a 
unified approach to address the challenges we 
face in Iraq. 

Our soldiers in Iraq continue to do tremen-
dous work and it is critical that we provide 
them with the resources they need to improve 
security. Unfortunately, the bill before us today 
would delay important troop-protection and 
equipment funds requested by the Pentagon. 
According to Department officials, delaying 
these funds would also force the Pentagon to 
begin borrowing from its regular defense 
budget, which in turn could impact important 
operating funds for troops and military bases. 

Additionally, I am concerned that this legis-
lation would condition troop funding on the ini-
tiation of an immediate redeployment from 
Iraq. Although I strongly support a responsible 
strategy for bringing U.S. troops home, these 
decisions should not be mandated by Mem-
bers of Congress without close consultation 
with our military and foreign policy leaders in 
the field. Furthermore, the U.S. commander in 
Iraq, GEN David Petraeus, has already set 
forth a plan to bring home a full combat bri-
gade this month and at least five brigades by 
July of next year. Congress should perform 
strong oversight with respect to the redeploy-
ment process, but placing restrictions on our 
military commanders is not helpful in their ef-
forts to achieve stability and bring troops 
home. 

Still, I support language in the bill that would 
improve accountability and increase trans-
parency by requiring regular reports on the 
status of the military’s redeployment plans. In 
the same way, I support sections of the bill 
that would ensure military units are properly 
trained and prepared for deployments. Em-
bracing a comprehensive regional security 
plan and prohibiting torture are also key provi-
sions which I continue to support. In fact, I re-
cently cosponsored legislation identical to the 
anti-torture provisions included in H.R. 4156. 

The leaders of the U.S. Senate have al-
ready made clear that this legislation does not 
have the votes necessary for passage and 
therefore many of these important provisions 
will be left on the table. Therefore, I call on my 
colleagues to embrace the substantive areas 
of this bill where we can find agreement, and 
join me in committing to a bipartisan approach 
for achieving stability. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bipartisan Compact on 
Iraq Debate, of which I am an original author, 
identifies the areas where Democrats and Re-
publicans have found agreement. Let us em-
brace these points of agreement and move 
forward in supporting our troops serving in 
combat. 
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H.R. 4183, TO ESTABLISH THE NA-
TIONAL URBAN SEARCH AND 
RESCUE RESPONSE SYSTEM 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, last night I introduced H.R. 
4183, a bill to authorize the National Urban 
Search and Rescue Response System. 

The National Urban Search and Rescue Re-
sponse System is an important part of our Na-

tion’s all-hazards preparedness and response 
efforts. FEMA established the Urban Search 
and Rescue Response System in 1989 so that 
local emergency services personnel could act 
as integrated disaster response task forces. 
However, the system has never been fully au-
thorized by Congress. As a result the 
Taskforces have suffered funding shortfalls, 
and the Taskforce personnel have been de-
ployed without the appropriate Federal work-
er’s compensation and employment protec-
tions. 

Currently the Urban Search and Rescue Re-
sponse System is made up of 28 Taskforces 
that are sponsored by local or State agencies. 
Most Taskforces consist of 70 personnel that 
are ready to deploy within 6 hours of activa-
tion, for 10-day deployments with 24-hour op-
erations. The Taskforces deploy with all the 
equipment they need and they are self-suffi-
cient for 72 hours. 

In the event of a terrorist attack, a natural 
disaster, an accident, or another emergency 
involving structural collapse, FEMA can deploy 
any or all of the Taskforces to help with the 
emergency response. Taskforces have been 
deployed to respond to a variety of emer-
gencies including earthquakes, hurricanes, 
and terrorism events like the Oklahoma City 
bombing. In 2001, 25 out of the 28 Taskforces 
were deployed to respond to 9/11. In 2005, all 
28 Taskforces were deployed to respond to 
Hurricane Katrina. During that deployment the 
Taskforces searched thousands of collapsed 
structures in Mississippi and flooded structures 
in New Orleans, resulting in the rescue of 
6,587 victims in New Orleans alone. 

In my district the Orange County Fire Au-
thority sponsors the fifth California Urban 
Search and Rescue Taskforce. The Orange 
County Fire Authority and the other spon-
soring agencies make significant commitments 
to their Taskforces by absorbing Federal fund-
ing shortfalls, maintaining the necessary 
equipment, and supporting their personnel’s 
participation in training, exercises, prestaging 
and deployments. 

It is time for Congress to provide greater 
protections to the agencies that sponsor 
Urban Search and Rescue Taskforces and the 
individuals that serve on the Taskforces. H.R. 
4183 will authorize $52 million annually to en-
sure that sponsoring agencies are not forced 
to absorb a Federal funding shortfall. This leg-
islation will also provide Taskforce personnel 
or their families with Federal injury, illness, 
disability, and death benefits if the Taskforce 
member is injured during a Federal deploy-
ment. In addition, this bill provides employ-
ment protections so that Taskforce members 
will not lose their jobs because they have 
been deployed by FEMA. 

The National Urban Search and Rescue 
Taskforces are a valuable resource and an ex-
cellent example of how local, State and Fed-
eral Governments can cooperate to effectively 
prepare and respond to all-hazard emer-
gencies. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting our Nation’s Urban Search and 
Rescue Taskforces, and cosponsoring H.R. 
4183. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF AMERICAN 
WORLD WAR II VETERANS WHO 
FOUGHT IN GREECE 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary life and 
accomplishments of Andrew Mousalimas, 
Spiro Cappony, Greg Pahules, Charles 
Antinopoulos, Gus Kraras, Nicholas Pappas, 
Peter Photis, Angelus Lygizos, Theodore Rus-
sell, Spiros Taflambas, and Vic Miller. All of 
these distinguished gentlemen are American 
veterans of United States commando units, 
who served behind enemy lines and fought 
alongside Hellenic Armed Forces in occupied 
Greece during World War II. 

World War II involved the first U.S. experi-
ence with clandestine commando warfare. 
Under a classified plan developed by the Of-
fice of Strategic Services, OSS, precursor of 
the CIA, small Operational Groups, OGs, of 
specially trained U.S. Army infantrymen of var-
ious ethnic backgrounds—Greek, Yugoslav, 
Italian, French, and Norwegian—were infil-
trated into occupied Europe to assist local par-
tisan groups in resisting the Nazis. Among 
these OGs were more than 200 bilingual 
American soldiers. Their mission was to work 
with the andartes, the Greek partisans, to 
make the Nazi withdrawal from Greece in 
1944 as costly as possible. 

At the time, the OGs’ brand of warfare was 
unique in the history of American arms. They 
learned special commando tactics at the 
OSS’s secret training center on the grounds of 
the Congressional Country Club in Chevy 
Chase, MD, and received demolition training 
at another clandestine facility in Hagerstown, 
MD. Beginning in April 1944, they were in-
serted by night into Greece from Italy, either 
by boat or air drop. They then walked through 
the mountains to their operational bases. 
Once in place, they could not expect reinforce-
ments, tactical support, or medical aid. They 
had no withdrawal route and were expected to 
remain in Greece indefinitely, living off the 
land and moving around on foot. 

They punched far above their numbers and 
succeeded far beyond expectations, making 
76 deadly strikes against the withdrawing Ger-
mans, on average about once every 3 days, 
killing or wounding over 1,800 enemy soldiers 
and blowing up miles of roads, track, and 
bridges. Their effectiveness can be judged by 
the severity of the German response. Even 
though the OGs deployed in uniform, an illegal 
Wehrmacht order directed that they be slaugh-
tered to the last man if captured. The OGs’ 
presence was a great morale booster for the 
andartes. OGs were the close-assault troops 
in operations by Greek partisans and contrib-
uted greatly to their success against occupa-
tion forces. 

With their mission completed, they were 
withdrawn from Greece at the end of 1944 
and officially disbanded a year later. Records 
of their actions were sealed for 40 years. Hav-
ing operated autonomously and formally under 
Allied command, their war record was not fully 
recognized, with U.S. Army separation papers 
often not mentioning ground combat in 
Greece. Some never learned that they had 
been awarded a Presidential unit citation. 
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